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‘Pristine’ Coral from Hughes et al. 2010
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Where are Kenyan reefs most
vulnerable to phase shifts?



How does the transition between
urchins and fishes affect algal
dynamics?
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Who is responsible?
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Urchins are the dominant herbivore
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Mombasa Marine Park
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Summary

High biomass of fish OR Kenyan reefs most vulnerable
urchins do a good job as to phase shifts during these
grazers transitional stages and not

necessarily at low fish biomass

Intermediate biomass of fish
AND urchins provides
opportunity for macroalgae to

develop
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